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PERFORMANCE NOTES

This a cappella arrangement of Blackbird is designed to pay tribute 
to the depth found in McCartney’s composition, both in the music 
and especially the lyric.  Bars one through five send the message, 
“Blackbird says it all!”  But measures six through eleven respond with 
“Are you sure?  Let’s check it out and see!”  

Credited to both Lennon and McCartney, Paul’s composition is filled 
with hidden meanings.  This arrangement focuses on the sense of free-
dom suggested by the lyric “fly, just fly” and the beautiful melodic 
lines.  

Measures 61 through 63 are an example of jazz treatment of a melodic 
line never straying from tonic, thus permitting a descending stepwise 
bass line that supports interesting harmonies.  As an arranger, I smile 
when finding such opportunities as these, which crop up so consistently 
with Beatles’ music.

Blackbird is one of my favorite songs – I hope that your group enjoys 
this arrangement.

 
~Paris Rutherford
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